
ALES SCIENCE FAIR 2014:  KEEP THIS OFFICIAL TIME-LINE AND FOLLOW THROUGH!
Start today!  Follow this timeline. It’s best to work on your project a little each day.  Follow your curiosity!  Your experiment must answer a question, or test an original engineering design that solves a problem or makes doing something easier or faster.  Remember that Gwinnett projects cannot experiment on humans, pets, or vertebrates of any kind.  (All answers to questions about science fair and projects can be found at:  mrthomson.weebly.com.  Watch those Friday Folders for Weekly Updates and Helpful Tips!

Step #1.  Thursday, October 9th:  RETURN ONLY the attached sheet, titled “Step #1 REGISTRATION FORM” to your homeroom teacher.  (KEEP THIS TIME-LINE WHERE YOU’LL SEE IT EVERYDAY! ) Remember to fill out the form completely.  Carefully word the “right question.” (It’s only your experiment that will be able to answer it!)  ScienceBuddies.org is a great place to get ideas and help with making good projects into great ones.  Mr. Thomson will be in the lab after school to meet with parents on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you would like to meet at another time, email your phone number to Mr. Thomson he’ll set it up with you.
Step #2.  Thursday, October 16th:  Turn in a detailed narrative of your project’s question, hypothesis, and ALL the needed materials to perform your experiment and submit to your homeroom teacher. Describe step by step how you will perform your experiments and what data you will collect.  Make sure someone else can follow your PROCEDURE to perform your experiment EXACTLY as you are doing it. Remember to include a “control group” for comparing to your “experimental group’s” results.   Some experiments require several weeks of recording your observations and measurements each day.  Be specific.  (If you are entering an engineering design project, remember to describe the “problem” your design is trying to solve.)

Perform your experiment!  (You should repeat your experiment several times to make sure of your results.)  If you are testing to see if salt water rusts a certain kind of metal faster than fresh water does, you must test at least two samples of the same metal—one placed in salt water and the other in the same amount of fresh water, and make sure that each sample is tested for the same amount of time.  (Change only one variable in each trial.)

Step #4.  Thursday, November 6th:  Turn in a COPY of your Data, Results, and Conclusions Report to your homeroom teacher. (If these parts are completed, it’s time to create a winning project board.)  Use this time to make sure your project log book is full of dated observations, and a list your research sources from books and/or web sites.  Be sure the graphs and pictures for your project board are clearly labeled and contain no photos of people’s faces.
Step #5.  Thursday, November 13th:  Continue to work on your logbook, final presentation, and tri-fold project board. Give your project the attention it deserves.  Official board size is 36 inches tall and 48 inches tall, available at Walmart. The school will also have boards available for purchase for the cost of $5.00.  Make it as eye-catching, colorful, and informative as you can!

Step #6.  LAST WEEK:  FINAL DEADLINE:  Turn in your PROJECT BOARD and LOGBOOK on or before November 18th !to your homeroom teacher.  (Make sure your name is on the back of BOTH.) Judging and grading begins!  Wednesday, the 19th, and Thursday, November 20th, judged projects will be displayed in the gym.  Be prepared to give a three minute presentation about your project to your class, or to a judge, and possibly even for the morning announcements.  What was your hypothesis, and how did your experiments answer your question?

Step #7.  Come to the 2014 ALES Annual Science Fair!  Thursday, Nov. 20st 6:30 PM--8 PM
Awards ceremonies in the cafeteria includes performances of the musical SQUIRM! and a special science demonstration! There will all kinds of science to explore nearby, thanks to our parents and teachers.

